Editor’s Note

The Tibet Autonomous Region, situated on China’s
southwest border, is on the world’s largest plateau with
snow-capped mountains, at an average altitude of more than
4,000 metres above sea level. Its main inhabitants are people
of Tibetan nationality which boasts a long history and is a
component part of the Chinese nation.

Before liberation Tibet was a hell on earth, where the
labouring people suffered for centuries under the darkest and
most reactionary feudal serfdom. The three manorial lords —
the Tibetan local governments, monasteries and nobility —
owning all the land and other means of production, ruthlessly
exploited and oppressed the labouring masses. Tibetan serfs
and slaves were deprived of freedom of the person and lived
worse than animals. Such savage feudal serfdom obstructed
the development of social productive forces so that Tibet
steadily declined politically, economically and culturally and
its population dwindled. On top of all this, a century of
aggtession and enslavement in Tibet by imperialist forces
plunged the Tibetan people into an abyss of dire misery.

In 1951 Tibet was liberated, and imperialist aggressive .
forces were driven out. This marked a great turning point in
the historic development in Tibet. Since then Tibetan people
have lived with China’s other nationalities in the family of

, . the great motherland on the basis of equality, unity, fraternity
i i ’ lic of China : ’
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